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Council. In 1930 he was president of the Muslim League.
Six lectures on Islam which he delivered in 1928-29 at Madras
and elsewhere attracted wide attention, and impressed Lords
Irwin and Lothian enough to have him invited to lecture at
Oxford. These lectures 4 in English were his only important
prose publications, except a few polemic pamphlets ; his fame
was acquired chiefly by the constant succession of his
vigorous and brilliant verses, Urdu and Persian. He died in
1938, beloved of those who knew him, and honoured by
many thousands throughout India.
Muhammad Iqbal summoned the sleeping Muslims to
awake. The bourgeoisie, already beginning to stir, heard
his penetrating voice and was eager to respond. While he
was still in England he wrote home to the unchanging East
to arouse itself and to change. Throughout ,his -life he
devoted himself to inciting activity, to insisting eloquently
that life is movement, that action is good, that the universe
is composed of processes and not of static things. He
bitterly attacked the attitudes of resignation and quiet
contentment, the religious valuation of contemplation,
passivity, and withdrawal from strife. The Sufi a.nd
idealist world-denying tendencies in Islam he utterly
rejected, as damnable Iranian and Hellenistic importations
into an originally vigorous Arabian religion/ Above all, his
Islam repudiated the conception of a fixed universe domi-
nated by a dictator God and to be accepted by servile men.
In its place he would put a view of an unfinished growing
universe, ever being advanced by man and by God through
man. Iqbars prime function was to lash men into furious
activity, and to "imbue the idle looker-on' with restless
impatience "5. Life is not to be contemplated, but to be
passionately lived. The centre of Iqbars significance lies
here:
The pith of Life is contained in action,
To delight in creation is the law of Life.
Arise and create a new world!
Wrap thyself in flames, be an Abraham!